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(Qld) Link-Up

MERRY MURRI XMAS 
AND A BRILLIANT 
NEW YEAR FOR 2016.

This is the time to sit 
back and reflect on 
another year that is 
drawing to a close and 
think about just what 
has happened over these 
past twelve months and 
the promise of a brand-
new year just around the 

corner. Many of us have said farewell to a loved one 
and that has been a cause of sadness. Many of us have 
welcomed a new addition to our families and that is 
always a reason for much celebration.

Over this Xmas period we try to put aside our dif-
ferences and our negative feelings and reach out to 
everyone across our community and share in the love 
and the good things in life.

One thing that has always amazed me about our 
Elders across the Stolen Generations, is the fact that 
there is very little anger or hatred or bitterness in their 
hearts. My own grandparents had very hard lives, 
worked very long hours in terrible conditions. They 
were not paid the full and proper wages for their work 
and they did not even receive their wages – their hard 
earned wages were paid into the Welfare Account and 
they died without ever accessing their own money. 

When they told me about their lives and what they 
had to go through, I always got very angry and want-
ed to go out and smash and burn and get some pay-
back. But my dearly beloved old Granny would just 
sit me down and hold me and tell me some funny 
yarns about the places she grew up in and the people 
she had known. She was an amazing person and she 
played a very big part in my growing up. My Gran 
was a member of the Stolen Generations and it took 
her many years to reconnect with her own family and 
walk back on her own sacred country.

But she was never bitter or angry. She never said a bad 
word about anyone and it is one of my great sadnesses 
that she did not live to see the great things that have 
marked our forward journey as a people. She should 
have been there to hear the Mabo decision of 1992, 
the Rudd apology of 2008 and the handing back of her 
traditional lands.
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Gran may not have been physically there; but every 
time that we come together as a community for a big 
event I close my eyes and I can feel those wonderful 
Old People around us. They were the ones who fought 
the great battles, suffered the pain and endured the 
tragedies – so we could have what we have today.

So on this Xmas Day I will again be looking back on 
the past year and thinking of what 2016 will hold 
for us. But I will also think of those amazing Elders 
who gave us so much, who grew us up and defined 
us. I think of those immortal words penned by my 
mother’s cousin Aunty Cath Walker – “To our father’s 
fathers, the joy, the sorrow. To our children’s children, 
the glad tomorrow…”

That is their legacy and that is our mission in life. To 
guard and protect the children and to make sure that 
the horror of the dormitories and the forced removals 
will never happen again.
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We are pleased to 
present the last edition of 
our Newsletter for 2015 
and looking forward to the 
Xmas holidays and having 
a break with our families.

Staff have worked 
extremely hard over the 
past 12 months to achieve 
many significant 
milestones.  Some of those 

is ensuring that our 
Newsletters are published and distributed widely every 
2 months with stories and photographs of our client’s 
journeys, our staff achievements and the important 
events we organise and our collaborative work with 
other organisations and agencies to achieve our im-
portant work.

Our Annual General Meeting was held in November 
and our Chairperson Sam Watson has been re-elected 
to the Board.   We have a strong and committed Board 
including Directors - Willie Prince, Kenny Murphy, 
Lynelle Mace and Lionel Quartermaine.  They have 
guided us and provided Strategic Leadership support-
ing us in our efforts to achieve our core business.

A significant achievement has been obtaining Certifi-
cation against the AS/NZS ISO 9001:2008 Standards 
through IHCA.  IHCA Certification Pty Ltd is an in-
ternationally recognised quality assurance accrediting 
authority which evaluates and certifies compliance of 
organisations or services against Quality Management 
Standards.  Link-Up (Qld) Aboriginal Corporation 
has met the requirements for certification so we can 
now proudly display the IHCA Certification logo on 
our material.

Our Research team demonstrates a strong commit-
ment to contributing to social and emotional wellbe-
ing outcomes for Link-Up (Qld)’s Stolen Generations 
clients.  The research team provides specialist support 
to Caseworkers and Counsellors by accessing a wide 
range of restricted and open access records to compile 
family histories for clients and to reconnect them back 
with family, community and country.

In May 2015, the Research Team took on responsibil-
ity in the weeks leading up to Sorry Day to identify 
descendants of women who were in the Aboriginal 
Girls Home at West End (Cranbrook Place).  

 The names of six women were identified including 
Hannah Hamilton who was a resident at the home 
around 1903. 

The descendants of Hannah Hamilton were located 
and the family were overwhelmed at the invitation 
to participate in this important event. This was well 
received.  This project will continue in an effort to 
identify and invite further descendants to future 
Link-Up (Qld) Sorry Day celebrations.

Other major events, Sorry Day and NAIDOC pro-
motions have been very successful events which has 
seen an increase in the number of people turning up.  
Link-Up (Qld) staff have shone as they do in organis-
ing these annual events. 

The Apology Anniversary event was very successful 
and held at Jagera Hall with over 150 people attend-
ing.  Our clients enjoyed the gathering, and especially 
the guest speakers.  Ms Leeanne Enoch, the first In-
digenous woman to be elected to Queensland Parlia-
ment, our staunch supporter local Councillor, Helen 
Abrahams.  

A special tribute was also paid to Aunty Beverly John-
son with Chairperson Sam Watson presenting Aunty 
Bev with a beautifully framed photograph of herself 
with Dame Quentin Bryce captured at the 2014 Sorry 
Day breakfast. 

Link-Up (Qld) is funded by the Department of Social 
Services to support the work of the Royal Commis-
sion.   We have been very active through extensive 
outreach to clients and collaborative working relation-
ships with other organisations specifically funded to 
provide legal and counselling/psychological support 
services to survivors.

Joint travel has been undertaken with these organisa-
tions across Queensland and particularly to regional 
and remote areas such as Palm Island, Doomadgee, 
Normanton, Mt Isa, Charleville to raise awareness 
about the terms of reference of the Royal Commission 
and to offer specialist support services.  These visits 
have prompted positive responses and also generated 
an interest among others to support those directly and 
indirectly affected by childhood abuse, including their 
families.

Finally I would like to thank Link-Up (Qld) staff for 
their dedication and hard work. We wish our clients 
and collaborative partners a very Merry Christmas 
and a Prosperous New Year.  
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Freestone Reunion - Stradbroke Island

Link-Up (Qld) Caseworker Wayne Ah Wong, Irene Freestone, Stradbroke Island Elder Norm Enoch and Elizabeth McRae

“My mother Irene Freestone and I had travelled to 
Stradbroke in the first week of November with the 
assistance of Link-up (Qld) in the hope of finding out 
information and making links to my mum’s mother’s 
family. Mum had known that her mother Margaret 
Costelloe (Maggie) had come from Stradbroke Island 
but had never been there or had never met any of the 
family from that side. 

As mum got older her curiosity and desire to know 
more about her mother and her family grew stronger. 
Contacting Link-Up (Qld) in Cairns and providing 
them with what little information she had of Granny 
Maggie they were able to provide mum with more 
information and some links to family that could still 
be on the Island. A visit to the housing co-op proved 
worthwhile as we were able to see photos of our an-
cestors and obtain a name of a lady that could give us 
more information. 

Following our visit to the housing co-op we were di-
rected to the Elders group where we met an Aunt that 
was kind enough to share what knowledge she had of 
grannies family and invited us along to the women’s 
group which was muchly appreciated. During the visit 
to the elders group we were lucky enough to meet 
Norm who kindly offered to be our guide and take us 
around to a few places, which included the site of the 
old mission and cemetery and the cemetery in town 
where we were honoured to find the final resting 
place of some of our ancestors. 



5

Our final visit on the Island was to the home of the 
lady that the staff at the housing co-op had men-
tioned. It was here that we had learnt much more as 
after much discussion it was found that we had met 
a first cousin. Leaving the Island we headed to the 
Dutton Park cemetery where we visited the grave of 
mum’s gran parents which bought both sadness and 
closure for my mother. 

In the 3 shorts days we had found out more than what 
we ever hoped for and expected and have made con-
tacts with family that we had never met. So in saying 
that I would like to take this opportunity in thanking 
Wayne from Link-Up (Qld) Cairns office, Margaret 
from Link-Up (Qld) Brisbane and Link-Up (Qld) 
for making it possible for mum and I to travel back to 
granny’s country.”
           -  Elizabeth McRae
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Aunty Pat, Lyle and  Link-Up (Qld) Caseworker Jessie Cobbo

O’Liffe Reunion - Normanton
To Link-Up (Qld),

Thank you all for making it possible for me to travel to 
Normanton to say goodbye to my brother Thomas.
I will never forget what you all have done for me.
On this journey I had support from three lovely peo-
ple: Margaret, Jess and Lyle. I love you all.

Family in Normanton said that I was now part of 
three families, as that of my brother was forever.

Thank you all

Strong in Culture 
Strong in Faith

- Patricia O’Liffe

Aunty Pat, Margaret, Lyle and I flew from Brisbane to 
Mt Isa for Aunty Pat’s Reunion. After staying the night 
in Mt Isa we got up early and set off for a 6 hour drive 
to Normanton. Aunty Pat’s family in Normanton were 
very warm and welcoming and very helpful towards 
Aunty Pat’s memorial service for her brother which 
was held beside the Normanton river. 

Wednesday night the community arranged a BBQ for 
us all, there was a huge turnout with everyone making 
us feel very welcomed and apart of the family. 
The next day Lyle who was Aunty Pat’s support for the 
trip, took us sightseeing around Normanton, he knew 
just about everybody in town. He was able to share a 
lot of stories about the area with us.
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Aunty Pat has spoken to me about returning one day 
to Normanton where she feels she has a connection 
with the community and her brother.
- Jessie Cobbo 
Link-Up (Qld) Caseworker
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McGregor Reunion - Congie Station

Link-Up (Qld) caseworker from the Brisbane office 
Jessie Cobbo organised my “Back to Country” 
reunion to take place in October 21st – 22nd 2015. 
We were going to my Mother and Grandparents 
country out around South West Queensland. My 
Mother Jessie McGregor was born in 1939 on Congie 
Station around a 2 hour drive from Quilpie. 

Jessie, Ralphine Currie and I flew from Brisbane to 
Charleville were we stayed the night, we were picked 
up the next day by Billy Conlon and drove the 6 
hours out to Congie Station. On the drive there we 
saw lots of emus and kangaroos, the road was long 
and the land was flat. We spent the day looking 
around Quilpie and Congie Station and taking photos 
before heading back to Charleville. This also proved 
a highlight as we passed through a dust storm.  Even 
though this was a quick trip it was useful in helping 
me connect with my Mother and Grandparents.
- Arthur McGregor 

Arthur McGregor at Congie Station



9

The last month has been very busy here at Link-Up 
(Qld)s Townsville office, It started with the 
“Connective Arts Workshop” that recently took 
place. This meant networking with my connections 
in Townsville, Charters Towers and Ayr to make sure 
we had participants attend that would benefit from 
the experience. These workshops proved to be highly 
successful with good numbers and great feedback. 

Recently myself and Rob Frescon Link-Up (Qld) 
Caseworker from our Brisbane office travelled to 
Mungalla Station, which is approximately 12 kilo-
metres east of Ingham.  This area is the traditional 
country of the Nywaigi Aboriginal people. Link-Up 
(Qld) will be holding their next Healing Camp from 7 
December to 10 December 2015 at Mungalla Station.  
The Station is owned and operated by the Nywaigi 
Traditional Owners, with accommodation, camping 
and tours available.

Link-Up (Qld) Townsville Update
- Vicki Darr - Caseworker

After our visit to Mungalla Station, Rob and I 
loaded the work vehicle on the barge and travelled 
“very slowly” to Palm Island.   We met up with a 
number of clients to invite them to attend the
Healing Camp and also followed up with other cli-
ents on the Island in regards to reunions and ongoing 
support. 

I have two reunions in the near future – one in 
Sydney at the end of November and one in the third 
week of December in Darwin, and I will also be 
assisting the Cairns office with a Back to Country 
Reunion in the Collinsville area in early December 
just before the Christmas break.  

On the barge to Palm Island

The Palm Island jetty
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Since our last publication I have had the opportunity 
to do two major outreach trips.  One was with the 
Connective Arts Project with workshops in Towns-
ville, Ayr and Charters Towers.  These sessions were 
facilitated by Troy Brady who was able to use his mu-
sic and personal stories to connect with participants 
and allow them to express themselves.

Royal Commission Update - 
Gordon Glenbar - Counsellor

Donna Hensen (ATSILS) and I travelled to the 
Western Cape York Peninsula, taking in the 
communities of Weipa, Aurukun, Pormpuraaw and 
Kowinyama.  We were able to connect with services 
and organisations in each community to provide 
information and support regarding the Royal 
Commission.  

We were welcomed at each location and community 
members participated readily in sharing their stories 
and experiences.  It was amazing to see how the music 
was able touch people’s hearts and give them a sense 
of empowerment and wellbeing.  Our team for this 
trip included Troy, Vicki Darr, Jason Ives and
Paul Lyons and we each played a part in making each 
session successful.

Sandra Wason, Donna Hensen and Walaway

Doreen Walbeng and Gordon Glenbar
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I have continued to work on raising community 
awareness about the Royal Commission and provide 
support to clients in South East Queensland, and as 
a result I have received a lot of enquiries from people 
affected by sexual abuse in institutions. 
I would like thank everyone who has supported me in 
my role this year and also to wish everyone a safe and 
happy Christmas and New Year. 

Each of these communities is unique, but all of them 
are strong in their culture and traditional ways.  We 
met many local people who are committed to com-
munity life and passionate about supporting positive 
changes such as improved housing, and creating jobs 
through local enterprise as well as showcasing local 
talent in arts and crafts.

The local Shire Councils were very welcoming and 
supportive and we were able to spend time yarning 
with local people, many of whom are old friends of 
mine. 

Artists Romina Edwards, Amanda Holroyd and Jill Yantumba

Aurukun Mayor Dereck Walpo and Gordon Glenbar
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2015 Link-Up (Qld) Brisbane Client Party  -  26th November 
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Connective Arts Workshops

Townsville - Relationships Australia

The Connective Arts Project continued on with the final three workshops taking place in Townsville, Charters 
Towers and Ayr. The workshops combined music with storytelling and shared experiences. Facilitator Troy 
Brady shared his experience through his music and how it had shaped his life. Many of the participants openly 
shared their stories, songs and poems  within the workshops. All of the workshops were presented in a 
culturally safe and appropriate manner with positive feedback recieved.

Two workshops were conducted in Townsville, the first being at Relationships Australia with over 20
participants involved. These ranged from other agencies, organisations, diversionary clients and community 
members. Troy shared some of his original songs with the group.
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Townsville - Uncle Alfred’s Men’s Group

The second workshop was at “Uncle Alfred’s Men’s Group” good men doing good things. Troy was able to 
demonstrate how he maintains his culture through the gift of music. Much discussion was had in the group.
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Ayr hosted two workshops, the 1st being at the PCYC. 14 very entertaining and active participants took part 
in what was one of the highlights of the week. Many stories, songs, laughs and tears were shared between the 
group. Participants expressed how glad they were to attend the workshop.

Ayr - PCYC
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Charters Towers - Rehabilitation Unit

Ayr - Bur-Del HACC Group

The workshop was held at the Charters Towers Rehabilitation Unit, with 20 participant involved. Troy was 
joined by one participant playing the didgeridoo as well as one Aunty having her poem about Palm Island 
turned into a music piece. This workshop proved very empowering.

The last workshop of the week was with the Bur-Del HACC group.  This workshop proved to be very different 
as it turned into a musical exchange between the participants. Stories and songs from the Torres Straits proved 
to be uplifting and emotional for the group.
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Link-Up (Qld) Mt Isa Update
- Desley Ah Wing - Caseworker

Hi, my name is Desley Ah Wing and I was very
fortunate to commence in the Mt Isa Office in 
September 2015 as a Caseworker with Link-Up (Qld).

It has certainly been a very busy time promoting the 
program, visiting clients and conducting visits where 
needed within the Region.  I can’t believe it’s been 
seven weeks already.

There have been many visits to various Organisations 
which have allowed me to give an update of what 
Link Up (Qld)  is about and everyone has been so
welcoming and supportive.  

I have touched base with so many Organisations, 
some being the Mt Isa D&R Service with their Renal 
Patients on the HACC Program and the Mount Isa 
Recovery Service on the outskirts of city.  There have 
been day trips to Dajarra and Cloncurry and most 
recently a trip to Doomadgee and Burketown.

Aunty Eva was in charge of the old Doomadgee 
Guesthouse in the ‘80’s. She is still active, has a great 
memory and loves telling stories about the past and 
how family is all linked up – a very special person 
who everyone treasures in the Gulf Country.

That afternoon we did an unannounced visit to 
Burketown.We were able to visit many people in their 
homes who were very welcoming and gave up their 
time to listen while I promoted Link-Up (Qld)
Services

Again, everyone loved the Link-Up (Qld) Magazines 
and there was a big shout out by one family who 
found a photo of someone they knew.  It brought a 
smile to everyone’s face.  I don’t know what it is but 
our mob just love getting their photo taken – and 
I was so grateful to everyone who jumped in for a 
photo.

Sadly, our visit to Doomadgee was cut short due to 
Sorry Business.  Out of respect to family the 
Community shuts down for half a day.  In the four 
hours spent in Doomadgee in the morning I was able 
to meet many people and also see the beautiful Aunty 
Eva Gilbert who is the sister of the great Eddie Gilbert 
the Aboriginal Cricketer who got Sir Donald 
Bradman out for a duck in the 1931 Sheffield Shield 
Match against NSW in Brisbane – a story Aunty loves
recalling.  

Doomadgee Mayor Fred O’Keefe, Leon Ned, Bradley Cairns, Warren 
George and Link-Up (Qld) Caseworker Desley Ah Wing

Doomadgee and Burketown:
I did an unexpected trip to Doomadgee and 
Burketown last week which I loved.  I was fortunate 
to be able to travel into the Community with another 
agency.  

Aunty Eva Gilbert and Desley Ah Wing
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We also visited the Burke Shire Council where we 
were welcomed by a young local Aboriginal wom-
an Madison Marshall who has the role of Executive 
Assistant within the Council.  We also met Nils Hay 
the Council’s Project & Human Resources Manager.  
A big thank you to them both as they listened to my 
introduction about Link-Up (Qld) and kept some 
Magazines and Forms in their office to promote the 
program.

Client Support Group 
2016 Morning Teas

Held on the last Thursday of every month at 
the Link Up (Qld) Brisbane office 

from 10.00am.
Contact Link-Up (Qld) on 07 3034 8444 for 
more information. Next meeting will be on:

 25th February 
31st March
28th April

Want to make a Donation to 
Link-Up (Qld)?

If you are interested in supporting Link-Up (Qld), all 
donations are tax deductible and can be made to:-

A/c: Link-Up (Qld) Aboriginal Corporation
ABN:  36 073 956 496
Bank:  Westpac
BSB:  034 013
A/c No.: 277 709

Please send all cheques to  
PO Box 3229, South Brisbane Q 4101

Become a Link-Up (Qld) Member
The benefits of membership include the ability to utilise 

your own talents, skills and 
expertise as a volunteer, receive updates and 

bi-monthly newsletters, voting at general 
elections, being a part of the solution in terms of righting 
the wrongs and having your say in the way Link-Up (Qld) 

Aboriginal Corporation operates.
Go to http://www.link-upqld.org.au/ and 

download the Membership form.

(Qld) Link-Up
ABORIGINAL CORPORATION ®

At the Burke Shire Council

So that’s it from the “Big Smoke” here in Mount Isa 
– I wish to send out a message to everyone to have a 
wonderful and safe Christmas for 2015, where I hope 
you spend some special time with your families and 
friends.  

Next was the Carpentaria Lands Council, where we 
met some of the Land and Sea Rangers Brenton 
Yanner and Shaquelle Connolly and also Kevin
Anderson.  Thanks guys for listening to my short and 
sharp presentation and I know you will also help us 
out in the Gulf with getting the word out about 
Link-Up (Qld) .  



Link-Up (QLD) ABORIGINAL CORPORATION OFFICES
BRISBANE:
5 Reid Street WOOLLOONGABBA Q 4102
PO Box 3229 SOUTH BRISBANE Q 4101
Email:  contact@link-upqld.org.au
Tel:  (07) 3034 8444 
Fax: (07) 3217 3458

MOUNT ISA:
1/81 Miles Street MOUNT ISA Q 4825
PO Box 296 MT ISA DC Q 4825 
Tel: (07) 4743 9371

CAIRNS:
18 Scott Street PARRAMATTA PARK, CAIRNS 4870
PO Box 298 BUNGALOW Q 4870
Tel:  (07) 4041 7403
Fax: (07) 4027 9665

TOWNSVILLE:
c/- Relationships Australia
745 Riverway Drive THURINGOWA CENTRAL Q 4817
PO Box 247 THURINGOWA CENTRAL Q 4817 
Tel: (07) 4755 4958

Still Bringing Them Home

Link-Up (Qld) is funded by
Department of Prime Minister and Cabinet,

Department of Social Services,
 Attorney-General’s Department | Ministry for the Arts,

Department of Communities, Child Safety and 
Disability Services.

FREECALL TO ALL OFFICES 1800 200 855 from landlines
Make sure to like us on FaceBook: www.facebook.com/linkupqueensland

And visit our Website: www.link-upqld.org.au

Link-Up (Qld) 
ABORIGINAL CORPORATION ®

About Link-Up (Qld)
-Our Mission-

Link-Up (Qld) Aboriginal Corporation 
supports the healing journeys of 

Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander people 
who have been separated from their families and 

cultures through forced removal, fostering, 
adoption and/or institutionalisation. 

We deliver professional, culturally sensitive
and confidential research, reunion 

and cultural wellbeing services.

Link-Up (Qld) Aboriginal Corporation Caseworkers
and Counsellors are experienced individuals

who can assist in reuniting
Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander families.

We also provide a referral service to the 
appropriate organisation or
Government Department.

Quick Facts

 h  Link-Up (Qld) is a FREE service   
    

 h  We offer support before, during and    
 after your family reunion 
   

 h  We respect your privacy and treat all   
 information confidentially    
  

 h  Link-Up (Qld) runs a range of healing           
 activities; camps, support groups, art,    
       craft and music workshops   
 

 h  We offer cultural renewal activities and          
 support return to country


